["The very wise Heloise". On dependency and resistance of the female in relation to actual male dominance and the magic power of its representation].
Psychoanalytical theory of femininity starts from the assumption that specific patterns of identification can be traced back historically to ancient traditions which frequently remain unconscious to those concerned. In the 12th century, the abbess Heloise advocated ideals which on the one hand questioned the medieval image of woman, while on the other hand she sought to be in accordance with the socially domineering male (Abaelard) who represented the intellectual life. The correspondence between Heloise and Abaelard reveals paradigmatically Heloise's conflict between rebellion and resignation, between the striving for autonomy and regression, which is resolved in some form of female narcissism.